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A HMIMA(Gyeongju Consensus)

We, experts from spent nuclear fuel (SNF) and radioactive waste (RW) management
institutions around the world, gathered in Gyeongju, Korea, from 16 to 18 November 2015,
have resolved to stress our commitment to address the challenges of safe management of
SNF and RW around the world and improve stakeholder confidence.

Despite the challenges, noting that solutions for back-end fuel cycle issues, particularly for
safe SNF and RW management will be indispensable for the public welfare and protection of
environment today and in the future, we commonly recognize as follows:
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1. We understand the importance of the IAEA's resolution regarding SNF and RW on
5 September 1997, "Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and
Radioactive Waste Management" as fundamental principles that we should abide by.
Accordingly, each country has primary responsibility for its own management of SNF and
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2. Recognizing that safe management of SNF and RW is an ever-demanding issue that every
country with nuclear reactors has in common, we emphasize that comprehensive, in-depth
and multilateral cooperation including joint R&D is akey contributor to address the issues
in a timely and appropriate manner.
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3. Interim SNF storage, wet or dry, on- or off-site, is already in operation in over 30 countries
worldwide, safely with prudent monitoring and strict regulations based on the “IAEA
Safety Fundamentals: The Principles of Radioactive Waste Management". It needs to be
continued in the same way.
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4.Recognizing that safe storage and final disposal of SNF and RW should be secured by
scientifically sound and proven technologies and practices, we emphasize that technology,
knowledge, information and experience should be shared internationally through
proper dialogue and actions. We understand that this will contribute also to innovative
achievements to enhance the safety of SNF and RW management.

.To address the challenges regarding SNF and RW management, competent human
resources are essential. Thus, we need to improve quality of education and training, and
maintain ethical and responsible performance. This could be achieved by implementing

international cooperation and/or training programs.

6. Public confidence cannot be overemphasized. Transparent processes and stakeholder

involvement are essential.
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7. A holistic approach addressing safe, scientific, ethical and economic factors is essential.
It opens opportunities ensuring that information and knowledge resources are created and
used effectively.
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